
July 23, 2018 

  

 The regular meeting of the Yerington City Council was held in the Council Chambers at 

10:00 a.m. with the following present: 

 

 Mayor George Dini 

 Council Members Selena Catalano, John Garry, Larry Reynolds and Terceira Schunke  

 City Manager Dan Newell 

 City Attorney Chuck Zumpft 

 Chief of Police Darren Wagner 

 Interim City Clerk Sheema Shaw 

 Public Works Director Jay Flakus 

  

 

Guests:  David Ray, Jacki Luchetti, Tim Dyhr & David Swisher of Nevada Copper, Amy 

Alonzo of the Mason Valley News 

  

Agenda Approval 

  

 Councilman Garry made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by 

Councilwoman Catalano and passed unanimously. 

 

Minutes 

  

Councilwoman Catalano made a motion to approve the minutes of July 9, 2018, seconded 

by Councilman Reynolds and passed unanimously. 

 

 Mayor Dini noted that the next five items of the agenda were in regards to airport leases. 

City Attorney Zumpft stated that there are two new leases and three extensions of current leases. 

 

Approval of New Ten Year Airport Hangar Lease with Tom Watts and Patricia Gibbons for 

Hangar #406 

 

Approval of New Ten Year Airport Hangar Lease with Terry Scott for Hangar #410. 

 

 Councilman Reynolds asked when did the last increase occur. City Manager Newell 

stated that leases increase every 5 years by the CPI (Consumer Price Index).  

 

 Councilman Garry asked why the leases were for 10 years. Public Works Director Flakus 

stated that the hangars are built and owned by the person with the lease.  

 

 City Manager Newell stated that the 10 year leases also have the option to renew for an 

additional 10 years.  

 

 Mayor Dini stated that he would entertain a motion for agenda item 4, Tom Watts and 

Patricia Gibbons for Hangar #406 and agenda item 5, Terry Scott for Hangar #410. 

 

 Councilman Reynolds made a motion to approve items 4 and 5 of the agenda, 

Councilman Garry seconded. Mayor Dini asked for public comments, there were no comments 

and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Ten Year Airport Hangar Lease Extension with Melvin Bowden for Hangar #309 

 

Approval of Ten Year Airport Hangar Lease Extension with Donn Borden for Hangar #404. 

 

Approval of Ten Year Airport Hangar Lease Extension with Craig & Beverly Miller for Hangar 

#512. 

 

 Mayor Dini stated that he would entertain a motion for ten-year airport hangar leases for 

agenda item 6, Melvin Bowden for Hangar #309, agenda item 7, Donn Borden for Hangar #404 

and agenda item 8, Craig & Beverly Miller for Hangar #512. 

 



 Councilwoman Catalano made a motion to approve the ten-year airport leases for Hangar 

#309, Hangar #404 and Hangar #512, seconded by Councilwoman Schunke. Mayor Dini asked 

for public comments, there were no comments and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Review Bills Previously Submitted for Payment 
 

Bills, Salaries and Vouchers: 

 

 Accounts Payable Checks 06-26-2018  29547 through 29558 

     07-02-2018  29559 through 29568 

     07-02-2018  29574 through 29583 

     07-10-2018  29584 through 29610 

     07-10-2018  29611 through 29619 

 Payroll Vouchers    07-02-2018  7051801 through 7051819 

 

 Payroll Checks  07-02-2018  29569 through 29572 

 

 Transmittal Vouchers  07-02-2018  7021801 

 

 Transmittal Checks  07-02-2018  29573 

 

  

 Councilman Reynolds made a motion to approve the bills as submitted, seconded by 

Councilman Garry. Mayor Dini asked for public comments, there were no comments and the 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

Public Participation  

 

 Ms. Jacki Luchetti, resident of Yerington addressed the council and stated that she has 

submitted complaints to the city regarding trash on her neighbor’s property. Ms. Luchetti also 

stated that they have 5 dogs at this time and the backyard is full of feces and has a bad odor. Ms. 

Luchetti stated that nothing has been done. 

 

 Mayor Dini asked who the complaints go to. Public Works Director Flakus stated that he 

and Chief Wagner receive those complaints. 

 

 Chief Wagner stated that he had sent Officer Wisner to see Ms. Luchetti. Ms. Luchetti 

stated that she was unaware of that and was not at home on Thursday.  

 

 Chief Wagner stated that he would follow Ms. Luchetti to her home after the meeting and 

look to make some decisions on what can be done.  

 

 Mr. Tim Dyhr of Nevada Copper introduced Mr. David Swisher, Vice President of 

Operations for Nevada Copper. 

 

 Mr. Swisher addressed the council and stated he thought it would be appropriate to give 

the council an update on the Nevada Copper project as well as what the initiatives are moving 

forward.  

 

 Mr. Swisher stated that over the last few months, Nevada Copper has been working to re-

initiate the construction activities at Pumpkin Hollow and as of last week, they have begun 

sinking the shaft.  Mr. Swisher stated that they did do an equity fundraising and closed at just 

under $80-million and they continue working on the stream financing.  

 

 Mr. Swisher stated that they currently have 30 cementation employees and by the end of 

the year, they expect to have two major contractors. Mr. Swisher stated in years 2 to 3 they will 

be operating and cash flowing from operations. That will be exclusive of any surface work that 

they are currently investigating. In the last few months they have completed underground drilling 

of the surface operation.  

 



 Mr. Swisher stated that Nevada Copper is very aware of past perceptions and concerns 

and asked that when there are concerns, we have a collaborative relationship to address those 

concerns.  

 

 Mr. Swisher stated that Nevada Copper is developing internal policies. In those policies, 

Nevada Copper is endeavoring to hire locally as much as they can.  They also will utilize local 

businesses as much as they can.  

 

 Councilman Reynolds asked if Nevada Copper would have private security. Mr. Swisher 

stated that they have 24-hour coverage provided by R & M security.  

 

 Mayor Dini asked if everything was ok with the shaft after so long. Mr. Swisher stated 

that the last two months have been used to prepare going back into the shaft. There are a number 

of tests and safety checks that must be completed. 

 

 Councilwoman Catalano asked how deep the shaft is. Mr. Swisher stated that they are 

currently at 1,900 feet and final shaft depth will be 2,127. 

 

 Mr. Swisher stated that the next step is to do a formal presentation for the City Council. 

 

 Mayor Dini and Council thanked Mr. Dyhr and Mr. Swisher for the presentation and look 

forward to the future presentation.  

 

Department Reports 

 

 City Attorney Zumpft reported that he would attend a meeting after council with City 

Manager Newell to discuss the water and sewer project. 

 

 Chief Wagner reported his department is getting prepared for Night in the Country.  

 

 Chief Wagner reported in regards to body cameras for his officers they are not online at 

this time. The Legislator set the program up so each county was able to tax $1.00 per phone per 

month, which was the funding mechanism for this program. Chief Wagner spoke with Lyon 

County and requested that they do exactly for us as they are doing for themselves. Chief Wagner 

stated that they have entered into an agreement with Motorola and  hoping that the program will 

roll out in two weeks.  

 

 Public Works Director Flakus reported that the last two weeks have been very busy: 

 

 Met with a number of developers that want information about developing in the area.  

 

 Sat through a presentation by Caselle, our database company, on their cemetery module 

with Interim City Clerk Shaw. The module will do what we need.  

 

 Attended a number of meetings with Nevada Copper to discuss drinking water to the site.  

 

 Construction on the Reviglio field dugouts began this morning. 

 

 Parts are onsite for the Broadway well. 

 

 Time to remove sludge from the sewer ponds.  

 

 Looking to trade vehicles with the Fire Department. Will bring to council at a later date. 

 

City Manager Newell stated that Public Works Director Flakus did an outstanding job on 

the Consumer Confidence Report. City Manager Newell reported a manhole was found in a field 

belonging to Eddie Snyder. Years ago, there was an agreement to put it there but everyone had 

forgotten about it. Farr West Engineering has been notified and it will be moved once the water 

and sewer project begins.  

 

 City Manager Newell reported that as part of the cleanup efforts at the Anaconda site, 

Atlantic Richfield is looking into having the Weed Heights sewer moved to the City of 



Yerington system. City Manager Newell stated that it is feasible and will update council as 

information becomes available.  

 

 City Manager Newell reported that the Civil Air Patrol has asked for our assistance in 

disposing of the two trailers at the airport. The Civil Air Patrol will be bringing in an airplane for 

their hangar.   

 

 Councilwoman Catalano stated that there was an unfortunate shooting in Fallon. We 

should all be aware of our surroundings and  be on alert. We tend to think that we live in a small 

town and things like that won’t happen here.  

 

 Mayor Dini asked City Manager Newell to explain an email regarding the Lyon County 

Pool Park. City Manager Newell reported that the Lyon County Pool Board is considering 

closing the park on Thursdays to mow it; however, it is a public park paid for with taxpayer 

dollars and he is not sure if they can do that.  

 

 Mayor Dini stated that there was an article in the Mason Valley News by a guest writer 

last week. Mayor Dini stated that as an elected official he is offended by the letter. The letter 

does not present any facts of collusion or corruption and is scandalous in itself.  Mayor Dini 

stated that he finds it preposterous and insulting that his name might be put into the group that 

are corrupt and scandalous. Mayor Dini stated that it is over the top and the Reno Gazette 

continues to print things like this.  

 

 Mayor Dini stated that work to get the Anaconda site cleaned up has been going on for at 

least 22 years and the City has worked endless hours on the cleanup to get it to this point. City 

Manager Newell stated that the site is actually going to be cleaned up, whereas before it was only 

going to be studied. Mayor Dini stated that the writer did not understand that we do not want it to 

be a Superfund site. Mayor Dini stated that the last superfund site in Lyon County was the 

Carson River and that has not had one dime put into it in 30-years because there is no funding for 

superfund sites.  

 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Mayor of the City of Yerington 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk & Clerk to Council 

 

 


